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The Deadly Counterfeit Drug Trade Thrives in Texas
Counterfeit drug smugglers lined their own pockets by infi ltrating the prescription 
drug supply and illicit opioid market to the detriment of Texas’s residents.

Unregulated prescription drugs—counterfeit Avastin and fake Botox, among others—
have threatened Texas. Between 2012 and 2016, 243 diff erent medical practices in Texas 
were among more than 3,000 nationwide that were implicated in various black-market 
supply chains associated with counterfeit cancer treatments and other therapies. One 
doctor in Laredo purchased more than $900,000 worth of fake cancer medicine to 
use on his patients in less than two years. Families of cancer patients who died after 
being treated with counterfeit Avastin in 2011 will never be sure whether their loved 
one’s lives were cut short by fake medicines smuggled into the country by profi teers.

Since 2015, the country has seen a terrible upsurge in counterfeit prescription 
pills laced with fentanyl or its deadlier variants. Even a fraction of a single pill can 
mean death in less than 30 minutes of ingesting it. In October 2019, the Houston 
Division of the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration reported seizing over 20,000 
counterfeit pills containing fentanyl over a three-month period. Authorities broke up 
a major counterfeit pill operation in San Antonio and Houston that sold counterfeit 
oxycodone laced with fentanyl and fake Adderall made with methamphetamine locally 
and online. Newspapers have reported the deaths of two people—a Sour Lake resident 
attending Rice University in Houston and a resident of Sherman. Many more Texas 
residents have likely died of fentanyl poisoning after encountering these pills because 
not all deaths are investigated for counterfeit drugs, and not all families publicly 
share their losses. Others may not know their child died because the Xanax they took 
contained fentanyl instead of alprazolam.

The only way to protect Americans from these dangers is to protect and strengthen 
the closed U.S. supply chain, which holds drug manufacturers accountable for 
safety regulations.

To see a list of counterfeit drug incidents in Texas between 2010 and 2017, please consult our 
2018 Infosheet.

© February 2020



© February 2020

Counterfeit Botox

FDA Warning Letters
“FDA Issues Letters to Doctors…,” http://bit.ly/2DqFh4c.

“Historical Information: FDA Issues Letters to Doctors…,” http://bit.ly/2rkvR5s.

Alvin, Amarillo, Austin, Bedford, Brownsville, Coppell, Corpus Christi, 
Cypress, Dallas, Denton, El Paso, Fort Worth, Frisco, Houston, Hurst, 
Irving, Katy, Laredo, Lewisville, Little Elm, Lubbock, Magnolia, McAllen, 
McKinney, Mesquite, Midland, Mission, Montgomery, Mount Pleasant, 
Nacogdoches, New Braunfels, Orange, Paris, Plano, Richardson, Rockwall, 
San Angelo, San Antonio, Sherman, Spring, Stephenville, Sugar Land, 
Tahoka, Temple, Tomball, Tyler, Waco, Wills Point, Woodway

Criminal Prosecutions
HOUSTON: “Local Physician Sentenced For Injecting Patients with Fake Botox,” 
U.S. Justice Department, April 16, 2010, http://bit.ly/2DUVyeV.

Deaths from Fake Beauty Treatments
DALLAS: Tasha Tsiaperas, “Amateur Cosmetic Surgeon Sentenced to 60 Years 
in Prison for Giving Lethal Butt Injections,” The Dallas Morning News, March 29, 
2017, http://bit.ly/2E8dBPq.

MCALLEN: Kristen Guilfoos, “South Texas Woman Gets 5 Years for Client’s 
Botox Death,” KBTX-TV, March 5, 2016, http://bit.ly/2Eaj48n.

Fentanyl Pill Seizures
AMARILLO: Robert Stein, “APD Warns of Opioid-laced Street Drugs,” Amarillo 
Globe-News, February 20, 2018, http://bit.ly/31fm9zB; Kaitlin Johnson, “Amarillo 
Police Alerting Residents to Xanax and Fentanyl Combination,” News Channel 10, 
June 16, 2017, http://bit.ly/2nalko3.

BURLESON: Jessica Pounds, “Largest Opioid Bust Across North Texas Made in 
Burleson,” Cleburne Times Review, August 18, 2017, http://bit.ly/2n8nVQb.

FORT BEND COUNTY: Chloe Alexander, “FBCSO: Man Caught Driving with 
Approximately 10,000 Tablets of Illicit Fentanyl on US 59,” KHOU, January 28, 
2020, http://bit.ly/2GzFUs6. 

HOUSTON: Rebecca Hennes, “More Than $2M in Cocaine, Crystal Meth and 
Fentanyl Seized from Houston Man’s Home,” Houston Chronicle, October 17, 
2019, http://bit.ly/37LLVxS; Joce Sterman and Alex Brauer, “Deadly Fentanyl 
Smuggled Across the Southern Border is Quickly Spreading Nationwide,” WJLA-
TV, October 10, 2019, http://bit.ly/317biaO; Maya Shay, “Houston Chase Suspect 
Caught with 1,800 Fentanyl Pills: Police,” ABC13 KTRK-TV, August 14, 2019, https://
abc13.co/2U9RthN. Chauncy Glover, “Former Rice Football Player Charged After 
Giving Blain Padgett Deadly Pill,” ABC13 KTRK-TV, October 5, 2018, https://abc13.
co/3195s8U and “Federal Charges Filed in Overdose Death of College Football 
Player,” U.S. Department of Justice, June 20, 2019, http://bit.ly/2GzGJRQ; Guillermo 
Contreras, “Feds Take Down Opioid Ring and Shut Down its Pill Lab.,” San Antonio 
Express-News, August 14, 2017, http://bit.ly/2n9P3ye; Meagan Flynn, “Counterfeit 
Drug that Possibly Killed Prince Found in Houston,” Houston Press, August 24, 2016, 
http://bit.ly/2E8PrnO.

SAN ANTONIO: Guillermo Contreras, “Feds Take Down Opioid Ring ...,” 
http://bit.ly/2n9P3ye; “Fentanyl Distributor Who Used the Dark Web and Crypto 
Currency in Furtherance of His Criminal Enterprise Sentenced to 30 Years in 
Federal Prison,” U.S. Department of Justice, October 3, 2019, http://bit.ly/2RGAwdb.

Reported Fentanyl Pill Deaths
HOUSTON: Chauncy Glover, “Former Rice Football Player Charged After Giving 
...,” https://abc13.co/3195s8U and “Federal Charges Filed in Overdose Death ...” 
http://bit.ly/2GzGJRQ.

SHERMAN: J.D. Miles, “2nd Deadly Drug Overdose Likely Connected to North 
Texas Drug Traffi  cking Ring,” CBS 11 News, November 6, 2019, 
https://cbsloc.al/39Dadeb.

Black Market and Counterfeit Cancer Drugs
FDA Warning Letters
“FDA Issues Letters to Doctors…,” http://bit.ly/2DqFh4c.

“Historical Information: FDA Issues Letters to Doctors…,” http://bit.ly/2rkvR5s.

Abilene, Allen, Arlington , Austin, Beaumont, Bridgeport, Brownsville, 
Bryan, Burlson, Carrizo Springs, Carrollton, Corpus Christi, Crockett, 
Dallas, Decatur, Del Rio, Dumas, Edinburg, El Paso, Ennis, Fort Worth, 
Fredericksburg, Friendswood, Frisco, Georgetown, Grand Prairie, Greenville, 
Groesbeck, Houston, Hurst, Irving, Katy, Kerrville, Killeen, Kingwood, 
Lake Jackson, Lewisville, Livingston, Longview, McAllen, McKinney, 
Mesquite, Midland, Nacogdoches, Pearland, Plano, Port Arthur, Richardson, 
Rowlett, San Antonio, Sugar Land, Sulphur Springs, The Woodlands, Tyler, 
Waxahachie, Weatherford, Weslaco

Criminal Prosecutions
LAREDO: “Local Doctor Pleads Guilty in Misbranding Drugs Case,” U.S. 
Department of Justice, December 20, 2013, http://bit.ly/2BMFhqf; “Cancer Center 
Guilty of Purchasing Misbranded Foreign Drugs,” U.S. Department of Justice, 
April 23, 2015, http://bit.ly/2tPxz0N; “Historical Information: FDA Issues Letters to 
Doctors ...,” http://bit.ly/2rkvR5s.

Other Drugs and Medical Devices
ATHENS: Benzodiazepines, Erectile Dysfunction, Sedative, and Weight Loss: “Three 
Indicted in Prescription Drug Smuggling Ring,” U.S. Department of Justice, 
October 6, 2014, http://bit.ly/2BNAh4D and “Texas Woman Sentenced to Prison in 
Prescription Drug Smuggling Ring,” U.S. Department of Justice, February 3, 2016, 
http://bit.ly/2E6fPyX.

AUSTIN: Antibiotics: “Fake Drugs Targeting Hispanics Spurring State 
Investigation,” San Antonio Express-News, May 19, 2011, http://bit.ly/2DCJnHc.

BROWNSVILLE: Erectile Dysfunction: Mark Reagan, “Man Admits to Selling Fake 
Viagra,” The Brownsville Herald, February 5, 2019, http://bit.ly/2U8IXPU. 

CORPUS CHRISTI: Weight Loss: “Vitamin Shop Owner Guilty of Selling 
Misbranded Drugs and Controlled Substance,” U.S. Department of Justice, 
June 18, 2018, http://bit.ly/36FXohb and “Vitamin Shop Owner Sentenced for 
Misbranded Drugs and Controlled Substance Conviction,” U.S. Department of 
Justice, November 20, 2017, http://bit.ly/2Od6ony.

GRAPEVINE: Intrauterine Devices: Crystal Conde, “AG Targets Doctors for Illegal 
Drug, Device Purchases,” Texas Medicine, August 2011, http://bit.ly/2Gep0xW.

HOUSTON: Adderall: Guillermo Contreras, “Feds Take Down Opioid Ring ...,” 
http://bit.ly/2n9P3ye.

HOUSTON: Contact Lenses: Offi  cial Notifi cation, U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, April 1, 2019, http://bit.ly/34JY44y.

HOUSTON: Erectile Dysfunction: “Guilty Plea In Counterfeit Viagra And Cialis 
Case,” U.S. Department of Justice, January 10, 2014, http://bit.ly/2FcCWr1 and 
“Chinese Counterfeit Drug Distributor Sentenced in Absentia to Nearly 3 Years,” 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, April 4, 2011, http://bit.ly/2GgvMmT.

HOUSTON: Human Growth Hormone: “Houston Woman Charged with 
Smuggling into the US and Selling Counterfeit Drugs,” U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement, June 28, 2017, http://bit.ly/2E5gBfo and “Houston, Texas 
Man Sentenced to 40 Months and a $95,000 Fine For Smuggling Korean Human 
Growth Hormone Drugs to Local Patients and Professional Wrestlers,” U.S. Justice 
Department, September 26, 2017, http://bit.ly/2Br8pDg. 

PLANO: Weight Loss: “June 3, 2011: Chinese National Sentenced to Federal Prison 
for Traffi  cking Counterfeit Pharmaceutical Weight Loss Drug,” U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration, http://bit.ly/2SjUScm.

SAN ANTONIO: Adderall: Brina Monterroza, “Documents: UTSA Lecturer Is a 
‘Large Distributor of Adderall’ in SA, Austin,” KSAT-TV, December 16, 2019, 
http://bit.ly/2GF9Lzu; Guillermo Contreras, “Feds Take Down Opioid Ring ...,” 
http://bit.ly/2n9P3ye.


