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24-year-old Travis 
Jacobson was 
excited about an 
upcoming job 
interview. Recently 
graduated from 
Sacramento State 
University, he 
moved to Los 
Angeles to live 
with his best friend 
Landon and launch 
a career in public 
relations. Sadly, 
Travis never made 
it to that interview. 

Wanting a good night’s sleep beforehand, he took a Xanax 
pill that turned out to be a fake made with fentanyl, and it 
took his life.

Travis had grown up in Visalia, CA, where he was an 
energetic, intensely social and inquisitive child who 
played a variety of sports. He was well known for his 
loyalty, thoughtfulness and compassion. Hardworking and 
enthusiastic, he was heavily involved in high school clubs 
and sports. According to his father, Dr. Jerry Jacobson, he 
went out of his way to be “kind, engaging and patient with 
senior relatives, younger relatives, neighbors.” “Travis had 
such a sweet disposition,” his aunt Nancy told us. “He was 
so respectful of others, two qualities hard to find among 
young people.” His friends Landon and Sydney found 
him charming and outstandingly friendly.

Travis had spent the weekend before the interview in 
Visalia visiting his mother, Carolyn Britten. He studied for 
a Salesforce certificate, worked out, and played pool with 
his mom, who made him his favorite food. He even got up 
early to work out with the high school water polo team.

Wanting to be relaxed and alert for the interview, Travis 
purchased Xanax from a high school acquaintance. Back 
in L.A. on August 13, 2019, Travis had dinner and gave his 
other flatmate one of the Xanax before he went to bed. 
Travis’s roommate went to work the next morning, only to 
come home to make the horrible discovery that evening 
that Travis was dead.

Carolyn thought it was a terrible, sick joke when she 
received the call that her only child was dead. It seemed 
impossible that such a loving son and loyal friend, “so 
full of life, so kind, so fun,” as his mother and father 
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What is in these fake pills? 
Pills that look like prescription painkillers, anti-
anxiety meds, and even aspirin have all been 
found. They contain deadly doses of fentanyl 
or related analogues sourced from illegal labs 
overseas.

Where do they come from? 
Mexican cartels and rogue Chinese manufacturers 
make finished pills which are then smuggled 
and mailed into the U.S. Illicit Chinese chemical 
companies also mail raw fentanyl and pill presses 
to ambitious U.S. drug dealers who then use them 
to make counterfeit prescription medication.

When did the epidemic start? 
Cartels and dealers first mixed fentanyl into 
heroin in the 1990s, but the first reports of fake 
prescription medications made with fentanyl 
came in 2014.

Deaths From 
Counterfeit Pills
Reported

Counterfeit Pills
Found 

As of August 2019, counterfeit fentanyl pills 
have been found in 49 states with confirmed 
deaths in 38. “48 States and Counting,”  
the most recent update, is available at  
http://safedr.ug/48states

49 States Have a  
Deadly Fentanyl Problem
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described him, could have died so unexpectedly. But 
Jerry, an Emergency Medicine doctor, suspected that the 
Xanax must have been laced with something—probably 
fentanyl. Two months later the family received Travis’s 
toxicology report, which showed small amounts of 
alcohol, ibuprofen, Xanax, and a lethal dose of fentanyl.

Though Travis’s life was cut brutally short, there is no 
way to pursue legal justice for his death. The police 
declared it an accidental overdose, closed the case, and 
disposed of the remaining pills. Said his sister Delaney, 
“I lost my brother two weeks before my wedding day. He 
was meant to sit next to me on the happiest day of my life. 
The void I feel from this incredible man and brother will 
forever live within me.” 

Travis’s parents want everyone to know the risks of 
purchasing counterfeit medicine. At the end of Travis’s 
memorial service, Jerry beseeched the mourners to 
share Travis’s tragedy as a warning to others, “If you 
buy a drug that someone says is Xanax, you have no 
idea what it really is...A lot of times these drugs are 
mixed in somebody’s house...there’s no testing and no 
standards.” He asked everyone to share information 
about counterfeit fentanyl pills and other street drugs. 
“Our dream, our vision, is to prevent this from happening 
to anyone again—to any of you, any of our friends.” ■

Order these publications from us (free to members):

Contact us to find out if we have materials about counterfeit drug 
investigations in your state: editors@safemedicines.org

How does fentanyl get to the U.S.?

How does it get into medicine?

How does it kill people?

How does it threaten 
American patients?

You may get deadly counterfeits with fentanyl anytime 
you buy outside of licensed U.S. pharmacies.

The only way to ensure safe prescription 
drugs is to buy from a licensed U.S. pharmacy 
selling FDA-approved products.

Cartels have moved from lacing heroin with fentanyl to using Percocet, 
Xanax, and oxycodone molds to press counterfeit prescription pills.

Drug cartels take advantage of their existing smuggling routes to 
get fentanyl into the U.S.
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SHE WASN’T PLANNING 
ON KILLING HERSELF.China
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This much 
fentanyl 

will 
kill you.

was poisoned by 
one of her husband's 
pain relievers.

Patients who encounter counterfeit pills 
made with fentanyl or its analogues think 
they are taking legitimate medication.
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“They tried to tell me 
I took an overdose...

I didn’t take 
 no overdose.” 

You can buy a pill press
online for as little as $200!

Georgia 
resident Betty

Jean
Collins

Ultimately, 
sufferers die 
because they 

STOP 
BREATHING.

MEDICINE

LOOKS
LEGIT

Law enforcement and regulators  
will NOT be able to hold back the 
volume of dangerous drugs.

What are fentanyl and fentanyl analogues?
Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid that is 50–100 times more potent than morphine.

Doctors prescribe fentanyl in medical settings, but 
drug traffickers manufacture black market fentanyl and sell it illegally.

Fentanyl is not just deadly to users.

Police and emergency responders 
would face increased burden and 
greater risk of opioid exposure.EMT

The closed drug supply chain =    
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the last and potentially 
most critical 
line of defense
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There are over 40 analogues 
(variations) of fentanyl.

To evade prosecution, chemists alter the 
fentanyl molecule to create new analogues.
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An introduction to the Fentanyl crisis in the U.S.
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Several law enforcement and first responders 
have overdosed during investigations.

In 2016, the DEA urged officers to 
limit drug testing to lab settings 
because of the possibility of exposure. 

Touching or accidentally inhaling 
fentanyl is enough to 
cause an overdose.

Drug importation opens the floodgates to 
dangerous counterfeit drugs made with fentanyl. 
Drug importation is a bad idea.

Read about why drug importation 
is dangerous: http://safedr.ug/Freeh-Report

Former FBI Director Louis Freeh warns that 
drug importation proposals will worsen the opioid 
and fentanyl crisis and cause more patient harm!
DEA, FBI, FDA, Interpol, and local police warn that "proposals to 
allow drug importation from or through Canada would turn the 
advantage from law enforcement to criminal organizations."
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like aspirin made from deadly fentanyl.

for organized crime to 
smuggle illicit drugs 
masked as legitimate 
prescription drugs,

Drug 
importation 
will create 
financial incentives 
to transship 
products 
through Canada...
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