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September 2017, Delta 
Junction: Man indicted for 
operating a website that sold 
illegally imported pills to 
customers around the U.S.

April 2020, Anchorage: A 
public warning issued after 
multiple overdoses were 
reported in one week.

January 2021, Utqiagvik: 
Two residents charged after 
counterfeit oxycodone pills 
were seized from a package.

SAFEMEDICINES®
e Partnership for

The Last Frontier 
Is Not Safe From 
Counterfeit 
Medicine

Warning Counterfeit medicine  
has been found in  
doctors’ offices, too

Doctors’ offices and clinics across 

the U.S have also been targeted by 

counterfeiters. While the FDA only sent five letters 
to doctors in Alaska between 2012 and 2016 warning 

them to stop purchasing cancer medication and 

Botox from known black-market wholesalers, over 

3,000 other letters were sent out to practices and 

clinics in the Lower 48 and Hawaii.

DANGEROUS FAKE MEDICINE CONTINUES TO BE FOUND IN ALASKA.

Alaska’s 2021 started off with counterfeit pills when federal agents seized a package on its way from Arizona to 
Utqiagvik. In April 2020, the Department of Public Safety issued a state-wide alert when multiple people overdosed 
on counterfeit oxycodone pills that contained fentanyl. 2019 was also a bumper crop year, with law enforcement 

arresting an Anchorage man who had over two pounds of fentanyl pills, the death of a woman in Sand Point and, the 

arrest of two men in southern California who were about to ship 12,000 fake fentanyl pills into the state.

Alaskans deserve safe, genuine and effective medicine. Protect them 
by supporting and strengthening the closed U.S. drug supply chain.
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FENTANYL AND COUNTERFEIT PILLS MADE WITH FENTANYL IN ALASKA

January 2021:  Federal agents arrested two residents of Utqiagvik after postal inspectors in Anchorage flagged a suspicious package 
that contained counterfeit oxycodone pills that tested positive for fentanyl.1

April 2020:  The Alaska Department of Public Safety issued a warning after multiple people suffered from fentanyl poisoning after 
taking counterfeit oxycodone pills.2

September 2019:  Sand Point police arrested four individuals in connection with the death of Raylene Kochuten, who ingested a fake 
fentanyl pill made to resemble oxycodone. Another Sand Point resident survived fentanyl poisoning as a result of the 
same pills.3

April 2019:  Investigators arrested an Anchorage man after he was found with multiple pounds of heroin and over two and one-half 
pounds of fentanyl pills.4

January 2019:  Police in southern California arrested two drug traffickers, preventing them from shipping a package containing one 
kilogram each of cocaine and heroin and 12,000 fentanyl pills to an address in Alaska.5

May 2017:  Police in Anchorage confirmed that three people who died in April tested positive for both heroin and fentanyl with 
another eight overdoses waiting on toxicology reports.6

January 2017:  The state crime lab tested and confirmed the presence of fentanyl in a counterfeit oxycodone.7

BLACK MARKET AND COUNTERFEIT CANCER DRUGS

February–  One Alaskan doctor was among the 136 nationwide that received warning letters indicating that they may have 
purchased counterfeit Avastin or Altzuan from Quality Specialty Products (QSP), a CanadaDrugs subsidiary.8

OTHER MISBRANDED AND COUNTERFEIT DRUGS

September 2017:  William Kulakevich of Delta Junction was indicted in federal court for operating a website that sold illegally imported 
etizolam pills to customers across the U.S.9 In addition to Kulakevich’s guilty plea, a woman who lived in Florida and 
the Indian man who sold Kulakevich also pleaded guilty.10

March 2016:  The FDA warned two Alaskan doctors and more than 1,200 nationwide to stop buying from Canadian distributor TC 
Medical, which sold 22 different kinds of non-FDA approved medications, including counterfeit Botox.12

November 2012:  Two Alaskan doctors were among over 350 U.S. medical practices that received warning letters indicating that they may 
have purchased counterfeit versions of Botox from Quality Specialty Products (QSP), a CanadaDrugs subsidiary.13
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COUNTERFEIT AND BLACK MARKET DRUG 
INCIDENTS IN ALASKA, 2012-2021
BASED ON REPORTED INVESTIGATIONS.
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