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The first words 
that Ryan Rogers 
used to describe 
his son were an 
“all-American 
kid.” 22-year-old 
Jaydon loved his 
family–especially 
his siblings and five-
year-old nephew. He 
loved being outside, 
and enjoyed 
mountain biking, 
snowboarding, and 
most other sports. 
Jaydon had a fun-

loving spirit and a charismatic smile that could light up 
any room; he was inspired by helping others and touched 
the lives of many. However, all of Jaydon’s enthusiasm for 
life came to a halt on March 14, 2018 when his life was cut 
short after he unknowingly took a counterfeit pill. “Jaydon 
fought the fight of his life to stay here,” Jaydon’s dad told 
us, “but he passed away as a result of fentanyl poisoning.”

If you had to pick the sport that was closest to Jaydon’s 
heart, it would have been wrestling. Recalling that his son 
had always been an active kid, Ryan said, “We put him in 
it at a young age because he came home from school with 
a flyer. Oh, that was his passion.” Jaydon used that passion 
to fuel his wrestling dream. In his senior year at Fremont 
High School, he placed first in the 2014 5A State Wrestling 
Championship. Remembering that day, Ryan said, “It was 
a goal he had set for himself from a young age, and I will 
never forget after he came running up into the stands. 
The hug he gave me is something I will never forget. It 
is priceless to me. Just watching your kids achieve their 
goals is pretty special.”

Jaydon attended college at Western Wyoming Community 
College on a wrestling scholarship and was a Junior 
College All-American wrestler there. After returning 
home, he worked as an assistant coach at his old high 
school, along with several other jobs. When Jaydon did 
not show up to work one Monday, his father found him 
unresponsive and called 9-1-1. Emergency responders 
rushed Jaydon to the hospital, but he never fully regained 
consciousness. Jaydon remained on life support for a 
short time because of his choice to be an organ donor.

When fentanyl did not show up on the hospital’s drug 
screen, the doctors wanted to blame natural causes, but 
Jaydon’s mom, Misti, protested. “There was no way it 
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What is in these fake pills? 
Pills that look like prescription painkillers, anti-
anxiety meds, and even aspirin have all been 
found. They contain deadly doses of fentanyl 
or related analogues sourced from illegal labs 
overseas.

Where do they come from? 
Mexican cartels and rogue Chinese manufacturers 
make finished pills which are then smuggled 
and mailed into the U.S. Illicit Chinese chemical 
companies also mail raw fentanyl and pill presses 
to ambitious U.S. drug dealers who then use them 
to make counterfeit prescription medication.

When did the epidemic start? 
Cartels and dealers first mixed fentanyl into 
heroin in the 1990s, but the first reports of fake 
prescription medications made with fentanyl 
came in 2014.

Deaths From 
Counterfeit Pills
Reported

Counterfeit Pills
Found 

As of January 2020, counterfeit fentanyl 
pills have been found in 49 states with 
confirmed deaths in 38. “49 States and 
Counting,” the most recent update, is 
available at http://safedr.ug/49states

49 States Have a  
Deadly Fentanyl Problem
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was just out of the blue or anything,” said Ryan. “We 
didn’t buy that for a sec.” Toxicology reports eventually 
confirmed the family’s suspicion that Jaydon did not 
die from natural causes. Sheriffs were able to use 
information on Jaydon’s phone to bring charges against 
the men responsible for selling him that deadly pill.

Jaydon’s family has been left with a hole that can never 
be filled. “Well, it changes everything,” said Ryan. 
“Everybody is missing him. I don’t know how to put it 
other than to just say everything is not the same, and it 
will never be the same without him.”

Ryan said losing their son has opened his family’s eyes 
about how broad the threat of fentanyl really is. “I never 
would have thought that this would happen to him or 
us. This wasn’t normal for him. This was not something 

he did on a regular basis. With this, one time is all that 
it takes,” he said. Misti, agrees. “I know too well that so 
many of these crimes are thought of as victimless, I guess 
because they themselves made a choice in it as well. I 
think it’s very important to know that Jaydon did not have 
a history of drug use or abuse.”

Jaydon was not the first person in Utah to have been 
killed by these deadly fake pills. Although the three 
individuals whose actions put that pill into his hand have 
been held responsible, there have been other fentanyl 
pill rings found in the state, including in Cottonwood 
and South Jordan. More information about incidences of 
counterfeit medicine in Utah can be found here:  
https://safedr.ug/Utah.
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How does fentanyl get to the U.S.?

How does it get into medicine?

How does it kill people?

How does it threaten 
American patients?

You may get deadly counterfeits with fentanyl anytime 
you buy outside of licensed U.S. pharmacies.

The only way to ensure safe prescription 
drugs is to buy from a licensed U.S. pharmacy 
selling FDA-approved products.

Cartels have moved from lacing heroin with fentanyl to using Percocet, 
Xanax, and oxycodone molds to press counterfeit prescription pills.

Drug cartels take advantage of their existing smuggling routes to 
get fentanyl into the U.S.
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This much 
fentanyl 

will 
kill you.

was poisoned by 
one of her husband's 
pain relievers.

Patients who encounter counterfeit pills 
made with fentanyl or its analogues think 
they are taking legitimate medication.

SEIZURES
LOW BLOOD 
PRESSURE

SUPPRESSED 
HEARTBEAT

“They tried to tell me 
I took an overdose...

I didn’t take 
 no overdose.” 

You can buy a pill press
online for as little as $200!

Georgia 
resident Betty

Jean
Collins

Ultimately, 
sufferers die 
because they 

STOP 
BREATHING.

MEDICINE

LOOKS
LEGIT

Law enforcement and regulators  
will NOT be able to hold back the 
volume of dangerous drugs.

What are fentanyl and fentanyl analogues?
Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid that is 50–100 times more potent than morphine.

Doctors prescribe fentanyl in medical settings, but 
drug traffickers manufacture black market fentanyl and sell it illegally.

Fentanyl is not just deadly to users.

Police and emergency responders 
would face increased burden and 
greater risk of opioid exposure.EMT
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the last and potentially 
most critical 
line of defense
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There are over 40 analogues 
(variations) of fentanyl.

To evade prosecution, chemists alter the 
fentanyl molecule to create new analogues.

1 1.5x 15x 50–100x 10,000x

Morphine

Oxycodone

Acetyl Fentanyl

N N

O
CH3

Fentanyl

N N

CH3O

Furanylfentanyl

N N

OO

5-Methylfentanyl

N N

CH3O

Carfentanil

N N

O CH3

O

O

H3C

POTENCY compared to MORPHINE

CH3

FENTANYL 101
An introduction to the Fentanyl crisis in the U.S.

SAFEMEDICINES.org®
The Partnership for

©2017

Several law enforcement and first responders 
have overdosed during investigations.

In 2016, the DEA urged officers to 
limit drug testing to lab settings 
because of the possibility of exposure. 

Touching or accidentally inhaling 
fentanyl is enough to 
cause an overdose.

Drug importation opens the floodgates to 
dangerous counterfeit drugs made with fentanyl. 
Drug importation is a bad idea.

Read about why drug importation 
is dangerous: http://safedr.ug/Freeh-Report

Former FBI Director Louis Freeh warns that 
drug importation proposals will worsen the opioid 
and fentanyl crisis and cause more patient harm!
DEA, FBI, FDA, Interpol, and local police warn that "proposals to 
allow drug importation from or through Canada would turn the 
advantage from law enforcement to criminal organizations."
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like aspirin made from deadly fentanyl.

for organized crime to 
smuggle illicit drugs 
masked as legitimate 
prescription drugs,

Drug 
importation 
will create 
financial incentives 
to transship 
products 
through Canada...
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