Fake Medicine is a

Real Problem in Colorado

COUNTERFEIT PILLS ’
CONTAINING FENTANYL ARE
A PLAGUE THROUGHOUT

THE STATE x

The counterfeit fentanyl pill crisis in

Colorado has exploded since the beginning of [
2020. Law enforcement in Colorado Springs,

Denver, Fort Collins, Greeley, Gunnison,

Mancos, and Eagle, Mesa, and Montezuma ‘ q——r—
Counties have all reported seizing pills.

By disrupting drug trafficking rings that O

were distributing fentanyl pills in Larimer FAKE PILL SEIZURE

and Denver Counties, police prevented an

¥ DRUG TRAFFICKING

unknown number of poisoning and deaths.

May 2021, Larimer County:
Police dismantled a druq ......................................................................................................

large quantities of fentanyl pills to Be Found in Legitimate Places
in the area.
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—  The problem of counterfeit medicine is
i far greater than fake pills being sold on street

April 2021, Eagle County: corners. Counterfeit medicine has been
Police arrested a man with i bought by medical professionals. Over 3,000
3.5 pounds of suspected doctors’ offices and medical practices received
fentanyl pills. i warning letters from the U.S. Food and Drug

Administration between 2012 and 2016 to stop
purchasing medicine from known black market
April 2021, Grand Junction: wholesalers. Fifty-four of those letters were sent
A man was convicted of : to doctors in Colorado. :
trafficking fake pills that OSSOSO
caused bodily harm and death.

Coloradans need access to medications
they can trust. Only a secure drug supply
chain can give them that.
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COUNTERFEIT & BLACK MARKET DRUG INCIDENTS
IN COLORADO, 2011-2021

FENTANYL AND COUNTERFEIT PILLS MADE WITH FENTANYL
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The Northern Colorado Drug Task Force announced that “Operation Two Birds, One Stone,” dismantled a drug
trafficking organization that was distributing large quantities of fentanyl pills and methamphetamine in Larimer
County.'

Police in Eagle County arrested a man after a traffic stop revealed approximately three-and-one-half pounds of
suspected fentanyl pills in his vehicle.”

A federal jury convicted Bruce Holder of Grand Junction for his role in a drug trafficking organization that distributed
counterfeit oxycodone pills containing fentanyl on the Western Slope. In December 2017, 30-year-old Jonathan
Ellington of Carbondale died after ingesting one of these pills.’

The chief medical examiner for the city and county of Denver reported that he was increasingly having to tell bereaved
family members that loved ones who thought they were taking legitimate pharmaceutical pills had been killed by
counterfeit pills made with fentanyl.*

Boulder County Public Health warned that counterfeit Xanax and oxycodone containing fentanyl being sold in the area
could be tied to a recent string of poisoning and deaths.’

Police arrested a man in Gunnison found with multiple illicit drugs, including what police suspected was a large
number of counterfeit oxycodone pills made with fentanyl.’

Police in Montezuma County seized 83 grams of fentanyl pills while they were investigating a man from New Mexico
who sold fentanyl to an undercover officer.”

An Arapahoe County grand jury indicted a man for causing the August death of a 16-year-old girl, who died from
fentanyl poisoning. The man allegedly gave the teenager what she thought was an oxycodone, but the pill was a fake
made with fentanyl.’

A nine-month investigation led to federal charges against thirteen individuals for their roles in a drug trafficking
organization that distributed counterfeit OxyContin pills containing fentanyl in multiple states, including Colorado.’

Police in the Greeley area busted a drug trafficking organization, searching five properties and seizing 5,000 fentanyl
pills along with other illicit drugs."

After two people nearly died from fentanyl poisoning, police in Cafion City issued a warning about counterfeit Percocet
pills being sold in the area."

U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) agents in Louisville, Kentucky seized 337 grams of fentanyl pills concealed
inside an automobile part shipped from Mexico to an address in Colorado."

Deputies with the Mancos Marshal’s office discovered 125 fentanyl pills while performing a routine traffic stop."

While searching multiple properties in and around Fort Collins, police investigating a drug trafficking ring seized
fentanyl pills and a variety of illicit narcotics."

While serving multiple search warrants, police in Colorado Springs seized over $760,000 worth of drugs, including one-
and-one-half-pounds of suspected fentanyl pills."”

The Gunnison Police Department began to investigate the sale of counterfeit oxycodone pills made with fentanyl."

Federal authorities announced charges against 30 individuals for their roles in two different drug trafficking rings
based out of Denver with suspected ties to a Mexican cartel. Federal agents seized 15,000 counterfeit oxycodone pills
made with fentanyl over the course of the investigation."”

After counterfeit OxyContin pills containing fentanyl poisoned eight people, two of whom died, police arrested two
people in Fort Collins connected to the sale of those fake pills."

A Colorado State Trooper searched a vehicle during a traffic stop in Mesa County and found 144 grams of fentanyl pills
and 23 pounds of suspected methamphetamine."
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A federal grand jury indicted five individuals, three of whom lived in Colorado, for their roles in a prolific online drug
trafficking organization. Starting in 2013, the defendants allegedly manufactured and sold over one million counterfeit
pills containing fentanyl on several darknet marketplaces.”

Law enforcement in El Paso County seized over 3,700 fentanyl pills and 35 grams of fentanyl in powder form in 2019.*'
Just a few days earlier, the Colorado Springs Police Department issued a warning about counterfeit pills, such as
hydrocodone, oxycodone, Percocet, and Xanax, being sold on the city’s streets.”

A federal judge sentenced a man found in possession of 12,000 fentanyl pills to six years in prison.*

The Northern Colorado Drug Task Force arrested ten individuals and seized a variety of drugs, including counterfeit
fentanyl pills.**

Law enforcement arrested 14 people with ties to a Colorado Springs drug ring and seized 3,100 fentanyl pills among 19
pounds of other drugs.”

Police in Longmont arrested twenty members of a drug trafficking ring and seized nearly 1,500 counterfeit oxycodone
pills containing fentanyl.*®

The two leaders of the drug ring, Michael Reed and Michael Ward, have since pleaded guilty and received 28-year

Boulder County District Attorney’s office indicted an additional individual in October.”

sentences.”®

Authorities announced federal indictments against five individuals for their roles in the counterfeit pill death of Grand
Junction resident Ashley Romero, who died on June 11, 2018.*

Police in Grand Junction seized 251 grams of suspected counterfeit oxycodone pills made with fentanyl during a traffic
stop.”’

A police raid on an apartment in Grand Junction led to the seizure of a pill press and hundreds of counterfeit pills,
including some made to look like Xanax and others that contained fentanyl.”

A 27-year-old Grand Junction man pleaded not guilty to distributing the counterfeit oxycodone pill containing fentanyl
that killed 30-year-old Jonathan Ellington on December 28, 2017 in Carbondale.*

22-year-old Benjamin Schwartz pleaded guilty to selling several Xanax pills, one of which was a counterfeit laced with
fentanyl, to Boulder resident Madeline Globe. Globe ingested the fake pill and died on August 10, 2017.*

U.S. Department of Justice announced indictments against two Chinese nationals for distributing fentanyl across the
U.S., including to addresses in Colorado.**

Charges were announced against Lakewood resident Carlos Ramirez. DEA agents discovered him in possession of 40
pounds of fentanyl at a hotel in The Bronx, NY. Police said this much fentanyl could cause 7 million overdoses.”

A Utah-based drug counterfeiting operation shipped two buyers in Colorado a total of 30 fentanyl-laced counterfeit
oxycodone pills.*

BLACK MARKET AND COUNTERFEIT CANCER DRUGS

April 2015:

May 2013:

2012-2013:

The FDA warned three Colorado medical practices and more than 270 nationwide to stop buying drugs from Gallant
Pharmaceuticals, which sold more than 39 non-FDA-approved medications.”

The FDA warned 780 medical practices, 12 in Colorado, to stop doing business with unlicensed drug seller Medical
Device King, which had sold 31 non-FDA-approved medications, including counterfeit Avastin.*®

One Colorado doctor was among more than 500 U.S. medical practices across the country warned to stop buying from
CanadaDrugs.com subsidiaries that had sold American doctors counterfeit Avastin.*

MISBRANDED AND COUNTERFEIT BOTOX

August 2020:

March 2016:

July 2013:

CBP agents in Cincinnati announced the seizure of multiple shipments of prohibited dermal fillers and counterfeit
Botox. The shipments were headed to private addresses in Colorado, California, Florida, Maryland, Texas, and
Virginia."’

The FDA warned 34 Colorado doctors and more than 1,200 nationwide to stop buying from Canadian distributor TC
Medical, which sold 22 different kinds of non-FDA approved medications, including counterfeit Botox."

The FDA warned two medical practices in Colorado to stop purchasing fraudulent versions of Botox sold by Online
Botox Pharmacy, Onlinebotox.com, and Onlinebotox."
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November 2012: Two Colorado doctors were among over 350 U.S. medical practices that received warning letters indicating that they
may have purchased counterfeit versions of Botox from Quality Specialty Products (QSP), a CanadaDrugs subsidiary.*

OTHER DRUGS

January 2011: Chinese national Shengyang Zhou pleaded guilty in federal court in Denver to selling counterfeit versions of the weight
loss drug Alli that were adulterated with sibutramine. One person who took the fake drugs suffered a stroke.**
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