
Price comparison of medication from  black market foreign pharmacies to Maine licensed  pharmacies.

Medicine

Number of 

doses 

dispensed in 

Maine in 1 

year Plan cost

Total cost 

health plan 

paid (1 year)

Foreign 

Black 

Market 

Price

Black 

market 

savings per 

dose

Black market cost 

for 1 year of non-

FDA-approved 

medication

Black market 

foreign 

pharmacy 

savings over 2 

years

Maine 

licensed 

pharmacy 

cost

Savings 

per dose

Cost of FDA-

approved 

medication 

from licensed 

pharmacies (1 

year)

Total Savings 

over 2 Years

Maine licensed 

pharmacy source

Lipitor 20 MG 156,502        4.23$            662,003$       2.12$    2.11$       331,784$            660,438$         0.35$      3.88$      54,776$        1,214,456$      

Maine bricks and mortar 

pharmacy

Lipitor 40 MG 117,020        4.25$            497,335$       2.35$    1.90$       274,997$            444,676$         0.35$      3.90$      40,957$        912,756$         

Maine bricks and mortar 

pharmacy

Advair Diskus 

250-50 152,880        3.24$            495,331$       1.28$    1.96$       195,686$            599,290$         2.17$      1.07$      331,750$      327,163$         

Maine licensed mail-

order pharmacy

Singulair 10 

MG 126,296        3.78$            477,399$       2.38$    1.40$       300,584$            353,629$         0.50$      3.28$      63,148$        828,502$         

Maine bricks and mortar 

pharmacy

Lipitor 10 MG 162,319        2.87$            465,856$       1.50$    1.37$       243,479$            444,754$         0.20$      2.67$      32,464$        866,783$         

Maine bricks and mortar 

pharmacy

Plavix 75 MG 71,087          5.29$            376,050$       2.45$    2.84$       174,163$            403,774$         0.23$      5.07$      15,995$        720,111$         

Maine bricks and mortar 

pharmacy

Lipitor 80 MG 77,381          4.24$            328,095$       2.45$    1.79$       189,583$            277,024$         0.35$      3.89$      27,298$        601,594$         

Maine bricks and mortar 

pharmacy

Lexapro 20 

MG 98,594          2.89$            284,937$       1.80$    1.09$       177,469$            214,935$         0.18$      2.71$      17,737$        534,399$         

Maine bricks and mortar 

pharmacy

Lexapro 10 

MG 92,350          2.72$            251,192$       1.19$    1.53$       109,897$            282,591$         0.16$      2.56$      14,767$        472,850$         

Maine bricks and mortar 

pharmacy

Actos 45 MG 28,795          7.53$            216,826$       3.05$    4.48$       87,825$              258,003$         0.45$      7.08$      12,958$        407,737$         

Maine bricks and mortar 

pharmacy

Actos 30 MG 30,876          6.94$            214,279$       2.78$    4.16$       85,835$              256,888$         0.45$      6.49$      13,894$        400,770$         

Maine bricks and mortar 

pharmacy

Nasonex 50 

MCG 30,074          4.79$            144,054$       1.60$    3.19$       48,118$              191,872$         4.34$      0.45$      130,655$      26,799$           

Maine licensed mail-

order pharmacy

Singulair 4MG 6,150             3.61$            22,202$         2.27$    1.34$       13,961$              16,482$           0.50$      3.11$      3,075$          38,253$           

Maine bricks and mortar 

pharmacy

Total 1,150,324$  8,871,120$ 4,435,560$    2,233,382$         4,404,357$      759,473$      7,352,175$      

Generic prescribing used in each case except for Nasonex and Advair.


