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AUSTIN — Texas health officials have opened an

investigation on several over-the-counter products they

say are labeled to appear as antibiotics but have no active ingredients to fight infections.

The Texas Department of State Health Services said Friday the products are marketed primarily to Hispanic

consumers. The agency says the names of the products are similar to well-known antibiotics such as

Amoxicillin.

Mexico passed a law in 2010 to ban the sale of antibiotics without a doctor's prescription. Before that, "people

would just use an old prescription whenever they had similar symptons," says Jorge Navarro, a spokesperson

for the U.S.-Mexico Border Health Commission. He urged Mexicans to stay away from non-prescribed

antibiotics. "Mexicans can go to the health services at our consulates," he added.

Officials say the products are available in capsule, syrup and other forms and sold under names such as

Amoxilina, Pentrexcilina, Ampitrexyl, Citricillin, Amoximiel and Pentreximil.

Carrie Williams, a press officer with the DSHS said they are investigating in coordination with the Food and Drug

Administration the source of the products and whether they also are found in other states. The DSHS is asking

retailers to take the products off the shelves and consumers to discard any they might have purchased.

"We are in the very beginning of the investigation", Williams said. At this point, the DSHS is not sure whether the

products are dangerous. Williams said that in any case it is not safe to delay treating an illness that requires

antibiotics.

The investigation started after doctors in an Austin hospital reported that several children were given these

products by their parents.

Texas officials investigating fake antibiotics

Latest Videos

Sponsored Content

The Houston Livestock
Show and Rodeo™
Leadership Programs

85°F Mostly Cloudy | Houston Weather

Chron.com Web Search by Y AHO O !  Local Directory

Subscr ibe to the Houston Chronicle  | Shopping | Classifieds | Obits | Place an Ad | La Voz Register | Sign InLike 45k

Raw: Man With Muscular Dystro…
APOct 14, 2013

Walmart chaos over
EBT purchases

Officials: 91 killed in
India stamp…

Raw: Man With
Muscular Dystro…

The Five Scenarios of
a Debt Cei…

Sunday October 13, 2013

Home Local US & World Sports Business Entertainment Lifestyle Jobs Cars Real Estate

http://d.adroll.com/r/N34ZPOW5TRGMJKDEFHM2G4/UAZEVLFYKZGQPMOT77ULX3/66dd5ef0aa88f055422f4841eda8318a.re?adroll_ad_payload=AHBBQk9WRV9USEVfRk9MRAAQOTgACGYAGDEwNABQdXMtd2VzdC0yYgAYMTE3ADgyNzUwMDAwABA1OACoY29uc29sZV9zdHlsZV9wcmljaW5nABA2MAA4NDEwNTQ5OQAQOTIACDAAEDcxAUgyNzM2ODg1NTcyMDE3Nzc3Nzg4OTcwODI1NTMwOTA4NzY2ODU3ODg0NgAQNzA=&adroll_subnetwork=r&cpm=UlwzEwAAHtAKhOAKAABBMPTLbWyUXEQdqmI9wg&adroll_network=g&clickurl=http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DC1AVsEzNcUtA9isCTBLCCgcAJvv3o5AO2nKvDTcCNtwEQASAAUIDH4cQEYMn2-IbIo6AZggEXY2EtcHViLTc3NDYyNDcyOTg0MjA4ODPIAQngAgCoAwGqBLcBT9BiMyWBzSVmnkDlaRHkeBeO0fhFhKTd4GkURKHczEDezNrNfA5YBwZut8Q5zRgusOIrRmiv8k4T_iCWJd2FfcOBKvLtnM_2D7UoHmQQzZbqsndw_wPw8FcZJDTdyGHD5MmVjRR64BQBSgcpAYH7hvRirxxMrOLOT28n646WT-9BzT3N893JiQ6_Mw1s-pRvbCY3GFkBCgseQumHiKiK-FZ9wHp8sFmYL78wSkQq2i26ezrEsztD4AQBgAarmOv9xpWRvD6gBiE%26num%3D1%26sig%3DAOD64_3LQVDopRNZXGJh7Wk50Is_FvBKXQ%26client%3Dca-pub-7746247298420883%26adurl%3D
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CUPJ5EjNcUt6iOYe8kwSVrIDwAvvz3K8DAAAQASCDvO8cUOfF6ipgyfb4hsijoBnIAQLgAgCoAwHIA50EqgS0AU_QkTSu2ooSt3WYP0T7l3QAhWvDPATTUUtRzfdK86OD0CyQJ8p6WNxlUlh9-9D8BpJ6z-oV6kiM1BRhQ8QTNsJMoosiA9Ky9mfiHbv_8mSHScSR-48YaIoq5d8bxMFobAuiUX7bqrhaR_EW833kUIu1bQsnmr_pOJMLKS2cj8yLQSsq_dvbUFNJ-bhm6OjWlcFlvxtXHVdXt2dN_4SiNRfopWYEqEx-y1PUmorUVh6HqAqFF-AEAaAGFA&num=0&sig=AOD64_0aib2m-46Xyii0GOYYdpNjyZA_Ig&client=ca-pub-2153941218187636&adurl=http://reg.chron.com/signup/
mailto:?subject=Texas%20officials%20investigating%20fake%20antibiotics&body=http://www.chron.com/default/article/Texas-officials-investigating-fake-antibiotics-1359453.php
javascript:hst_print();
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chron.com%2Fdefault%2Farticle%2FTexas-officials-investigating-fake-antibiotics-1359453.php&text=Texas%20officials%20investigating%20fake%20antibiotics%20-%20Houston%20Chronicle&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chron.com%2Fnews%2Fhouston-texas%2Farticle%2FTexas-officials-investigating-fake-antibiotics-1359453.php&via=HoustonChron
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chron.com%2Fnews%2Fhouston-texas%2Farticle%2FTexas-officials-investigating-fake-antibiotics-1359453.php
javascript: void(0);
http://www.chron.com/news
http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas
mailto:?subject=Texas%20officials%20investigating%20fake%20antibiotics&body=http://www.chron.com/default/article/Texas-officials-investigating-fake-antibiotics-1359453.php
javascript:hst_print();
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chron.com%2Fdefault%2Farticle%2FTexas-officials-investigating-fake-antibiotics-1359453.php&text=Texas%20officials%20investigating%20fake%20antibiotics%20-%20Houston%20Chronicle&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chron.com%2Fnews%2Fhouston-texas%2Farticle%2FTexas-officials-investigating-fake-antibiotics-1359453.php&via=HoustonChron
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chron.com%2Fnews%2Fhouston-texas%2Farticle%2FTexas-officials-investigating-fake-antibiotics-1359453.php
javascript: void(0);
http://www.chron.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news%2Fhouston-texas&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Texas+Department+of+State+Health+Services%22
http://www.chron.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news%2Fhouston-texas&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Jorge+Navarro%22
http://www.chron.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news%2Fhouston-texas&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22U.S.-Mexico+Border+Health+Commission%22
http://www.chron.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news%2Fhouston-texas&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Carrie+Williams%22
http://www.chron.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news%2Fhouston-texas&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Food+and+Drug+Administration%22
http://www.chron.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news%2Fhouston-texas&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Austin+hospital%22
http://www.chron.com/news/sciencehealth/article/Texas-officials-investigating-fake-antibiotics-1358907.php
http://d.adroll.com/r/N34ZPOW5TRGMJKDEFHM2G4/SDUW4IOBWFCKJBD7TJN7TI/264852979f5f5ad0b093d40fe24eebfd.re?adroll_ad_payload=AHBBQk9WRV9USEVfRk9MRAAQOTgACGYAGDEwNABQdXMtd2VzdC0yYgAYMTE3ADgyNzUwMDAwABA1OACoY29uc29sZV9zdHlsZV9wcmljaW5nABA2MAA4NDEwNTQ5OQAQOTIACDAAEDcxAUgyNzM2ODg1NTcyMDIzMjE0NTE3NTEzNDUwMTgxMjUxMDI5NzU2NTcyNgAQNzA=&adroll_subnetwork=r&cpm=UlwzEwAAEIcKhMEFAAAnc8vhF4bssyIkLP79Kw&adroll_network=g&clickurl=http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DCIhutEzNcUochhYKTBPPOgKAHvv3o5AO276rDTcCNtwEQASAAUIDH4cQEYMn2-IbIo6AZggEXY2EtcHViLTc3NDYyNDcyOTg0MjA4ODPIAQngAgCoAwGqBLgBT9BI133PXuW-JSm0VKfAKEREPIqSn-_2COqcmU6xowzy5jQGrAr4hNnvcveKJpQGAgjBT7h6AZ9nS_602fK3TrKMUwkgiVkwDd8fUYBXIwqURBg2rZzbtZiRCFWck_bYd4JY1p1aVG0o1-OHWRdGVyHc5c8z0Z1bVSky-VCtxBNAf3n8Pi6GvhCTPqdDFcHPitbLPoZIHZAtHAus0wcUlRRdWdI-mZa9mQO735kziYwiYwl_ATnewuAEAYAG1K2OlYW4qO-UAaAGIQ%26num%3D1%26sig%3DAOD64_02W_8J4b7VYRO0UvbaoI58v32yUQ%26client%3Dca-pub-7746247298420883%26adurl%3D
http://www.chron.com/hlsr
http://www.chron.com/sponsored/hlsr/article/The-Houston-Livestock-Show-and-Rodeo-4875253.php?cmpid=hlsrscp
http://www.chron.com/weather
http://findnsave.chron.com/?cmpid=nbl?ac=AFFHEARchronFSNAVFLS
https://myaccount.houstonchronicle.com/dsssubscribe.aspx?pid=290
http://findnsave.chron.com/
http://www.chron.com/Classifieds
http://www.chron.com/Obituaries
http://www.hearstmediahouston.com/
http://www.lavoztx.com/
http://reg.chron.com/signup/
http://reg.chron.com/login/
http://www.chron.com/
http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/
http://www.chron.com/news/nation-world/
http://www.chron.com/sports/
http://www.chron.com/business/
http://www.chron.com/entertainment/
http://www.chron.com/life/
http://www.chron.com/jobs/
http://cars.chron.com/
http://www.chron.com/homes/


10/14/13 Texas officials investigating fake antibiotics - Houston Chronicle

www.chron.com/default/article/Texas-officials-investigating-fake-antibiotics-1359453.php 2/4

From Around the Web

55 Free Templates to Make Visual Content

Creation Quick & Painless (HubSpot)

Here Are the 5 Top Luxury SUVs of 2013

(Mainstreet)

Saudi cleric rapes, beats his 5-year-old to death,

gets 8 years prison (USA TODAY)

The 10 Worst Hotels and Motels in America (The

Fiscal Times)

14 Stars Who Engaged In Questionable Stuff

Pre-Fame (Styleblazer)

Windshield Scams: Parking Lot Cons on the Rise

(The Esurance Blog)

We Recommend

Mexico's crackdown on drugs spurs extortion

wave

Teen charged in school assault

Two women identified in Montrose murder-

suicide SWAT scene

Arrested Wharton teacher accused of sex with

male student

Former Disney star dead at 29

J.J. Watt reportedly trying to build fence around

Pearland neighborhood

Recommended by

Exclusively on HoustonChronicle.com

She might be the next
big thing
Dominique Henry has big,
expressive eyes and a natural
bounce even when...

Community nears a
'watershed' moment
Some 4,500 construction workers
show up each day to help build the
highly...

Texas water proposition has big
backers

Deal of the Week: Heights-area
apartments get a buyer

Former astronaut looks to
faraway stars

McClain: Latest debacle puts
Kubiak on hot seat

What should the Texans do now?
Get an inside look at the season

Subscriber? It's yours!

Activate for  access to HoustonChronicle.com today! Activate

Featured Galleries

Texans fans don bags
over heads

Red River Rivalry:
2013 edition

Best local photos Must NOT See Movies

Subscr ibe  to the  Houston Chronic le  and receiv e  access to HoustonChronic le .com  and the  Houston

Chronic le  iPad App.

Top Stories

Astronauts snap photos, wonder what just passed
space station

Lost hunter survives 19 days on squirrels and
lizards

Common chemical tied to pregnancy dangers

Something about card game at bar made a player
start shooting

More details emerge about Crosby illegal racetrack

US shutdown hits cult German late-night TV show

SUV driver waits for police after pedestrian hit,
killed

Obamacare: Last-minute insurance buyers face
penalties

See where US citizens are being killed in Mexico

Secret film shows dark side of Disney parks

Bar owner arrested over Rihanna's sexy tweets

Back in the Day

News
A 1937 look inside the
Houston Public Library

News
Inside Pappas Bros. and
The Richelieu, historical
Houston restaurants

#WeAreHouston

Texas Ren Fest has a new
look this year

Finally, work begins on
Houston's 'Eighth Wonder'

You Might Also Like

Impala Has the Last Laugh
with Top-Rated New
Sedan
(Fox Business)

Osnaps! 6 AutoCAD Tips
for Xrefs, DWG File Size,
Lineweights, and More
(Autodesk)

Fans Send Death Threats
Over Tank Top
(Lifestyle Mirror)

The Sign That Could Cost A
Restaurant Owner $31K
(OPEN Forum)

http://blog.hubspot.com/free-visual-content-creation-templates-li
http://www.mainstreet.com/node/28836
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2013/10/08/saudi-cleric-gets-8-years-prison-for-killing-child/2947175/
http://www.thefiscaltimes.com/Articles/2012/08/10/The-10-Worst-Hotels-and-Motels-in-America.aspx
http://styleblazer.com/182473/sketchy-celebrity-14-stars-who-engaged-questionable-stuff-pre-fame/
http://blog.esurance.com/windshield-scams/
http://www.chron.com/news/crime/article/Mexico-s-crackdown-on-drugs-spurs-extortion-wave-4894419.php
http://www.chron.com/news/crime/article/Teen-charged-in-school-assault-4866349.php
http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Two-women-identified-in-Montrose-murder-suicide-4738401.php
http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Arrested-Wharton-teacher-accused-of-sex-with-male-4652561.php
http://www.chron.com/entertainment/article/Former-Disney-star-dead-at-29-4743811.php
http://www.chron.com/neighborhood/pearland/real-estate/article/J-J-Watt-reportedly-trying-to-build-fence-around-4885058.php
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/entertainment/music/article/Dominique-Henry-has-the-makings-of-the-next-big-4889064.php?cmpid=albtfp
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/entertainment/music/article/Dominique-Henry-has-the-makings-of-the-next-big-4889064.php?cmpid=albtfp
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/business/real-estate/article/Springwoods-Village-nears-watershed-moment-4890101.php?cmpid=albtfp
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/business/real-estate/article/Springwoods-Village-nears-watershed-moment-4890101.php?cmpid=albtfp
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/science-environment/article/Industry-puts-dollars-behind-water-proposition-4893012.php?cmpid=albtfp
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/business/real-estate/article/Deal-of-the-Week-Heights-area-apartments-have-a-4890108.php?cmpid=albtfp
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/nation-world/space/article/Former-astronaut-trying-to-lead-humans-to-distant-4892950.php?cmpid=albtfp
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/sports/texans/article/Latest-debacle-puts-Kubiak-on-hot-seat-4892976.php?cmpid=albtfp
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/sports/texans2013/?cmpid=albtfp
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/activate
http://blog.chron.com/ultimatetexans/2013/10/photos-texans-fans-wear-bags-over-heads-in-loss-to-rams/?cmpid=alssbtf
http://blog.chron.com/ultimatetexans/2013/10/photos-texans-fans-wear-bags-over-heads-in-loss-to-rams/?cmpid=alssbtf
http://blog.chron.com/sportsupdate/2013/10/photos-from-the-cotton-bowl-ut-takes-108th-meeting-of-red-river-rivalry/?cmpid=alssbtf
http://blog.chron.com/sportsupdate/2013/10/photos-from-the-cotton-bowl-ut-takes-108th-meeting-of-red-river-rivalry/?cmpid=alssbtf
http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/gallery/Best-local-photos-30665.php?cmpid=alssbtf
http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/gallery/Best-local-photos-30665.php?cmpid=alssbtf
http://www.chron.com/entertainment/movies/gallery/Must-NOT-See-Movies-71943.php?cmpid=alssbtf
http://www.chron.com/entertainment/movies/gallery/Must-NOT-See-Movies-71943.php?cmpid=alssbtf
https://www.myhearstnewspaper.com/Houston/Subscribe1_new.aspx?pid=146
http://www.chron.com/news
http://www.chron.com/news/article/Astronauts-watch-mystery-cloud-float-by-space-4894153.php?cmpid=rrhoustontx
http://www.chron.com/bayarea/article/S-F-man-lost-in-woods-survives-on-squirrels-4892887.php?cmpid=rrhoustontx
http://www.chron.com/life/healthzone/article/Study-ties-chemical-to-possible-miscarriage-risk-4892585.php?cmpid=rrhoustontx
http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/2-men-fatally-shot-over-card-game-at-SW-Houston-4894176.php?cmpid=rrhoustontx
http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Illegal-racetrack-operation-halted-9-people-4893134.php?cmpid=rrhoustontx
http://www.chron.com/entertainment/television/article/US-shutdown-hits-cult-German-late-night-TV-show-4894508.php?cmpid=rrhoustontx
http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Houston-SUV-driver-waits-for-police-after-4894087.php?cmpid=rrhoustontx
http://blog.chron.com/healthzone/2013/10/obamacare-last-minute-insurance-buyers-face-penalties/?cmpid=rrhoustontx
http://blog.chron.com/expose/2013/10/see-where-u-s-citizens-are-being-killed-in-mexico/?cmpid=rrhoustontx
http://www.chron.com/entertainment/article/Director-secretly-shoots-feature-at-Disney-parks-4893913.php?cmpid=rrhoustontx
http://www.chron.com/news/science/article/Thai-bar-owner-arrested-following-Rihanna-s-tweets-4893696.php?cmpid=rrhoustontx
http://www.chron.com/news/?cmpid=rrhoustontx
http://blog.chron.com/bayoucityhistory/2013/05/a-1937-look-inside-the-houston-public-library/?cmpid=rrhoustontx
http://www.chron.com/news/?cmpid=rrhoustontx
http://blog.chron.com/bayoucityhistory/2013/07/inside-pappas-bros-and-the-richelieu/?cmpid=rrhoustontx
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23wearehouston&src=typd
http://www.chron.com/entertainment/article/Texas-Ren-Fest-returns-with-record-number-4882105.php?cmpid=rrhoustontx
http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Exterior-portions-of-Astrodome-to-be-demolished-4875153.php?cmpid=rrhoustontx
http://www.foxbusiness.com/industries/2013/07/25/chevrolets-impala-races-back-tops-consumer-reports-ranking/
http://lineshapespace.com/osnaps-6-autocad-tips-for-xrefs-dwg-file-size-lineweights-and-more/
http://www.lifestylemirror.com/man/style/652598017/taylor-swift-ex-boyfriend-tank-causes-death-threats/
http://www.openforum.com/articles/dianne-rogge-sues-restaurant-sign/


10/14/13 Texas officials investigating fake antibiotics - Houston Chronicle

www.chron.com/default/article/Texas-officials-investigating-fake-antibiotics-1359453.php 3/4

 REPLY  (6)  (0) POPULARITY:  6  |  |  [Report Abuse]

   

2tor 10:59 PM on April 29, 2011

Yep. third world here we come!

 REPLY  (1)  (0) POPULARITY:  1  |  |  [Report Abuse]

   

joycejohn015 11:51 PM on April 30, 2011

Giving away freebies and free samples is the best way for companies to introduce their products to
you. Best place is "123 Get Samples" Best of all, there is no obligation on your part.

 REPLY  (1)  (0) POPULARITY:  1  |  |  [Report Abuse]

   

TomJefferson 5:57 PM on April 30, 2011

The FDA , EPA, TSA, DEA , DOE, DOT and a bunch of others have become bloated expensive
bureaucracies and need to be disbanded immediately..
All employees FIRED without further employment or benefits...

Most Popular Comments

View Comments (5)

Ads by Yahoo!

Dr. Oz Weight Loss Trick
Magic diet pill has people melting fat
away fast.
www.healthtrendsguide.com

New Rule in CALIFORNIA:
(OCT 2013): If You Pay For Car
Insurance You Must Read
www.ConsumerFinanceDaily.com

Mortgage Rates Hit 2.87%
White House Program Cuts Up to
$1k off Monthly Payments!
www.SeeRefinanceRates.com

Join the Conversation

Follow Us on Social Media

Local US & World Sports Business Entertainment Lifestyle Jobs Cars Real Estate

Advertise With Us

Purchase ads for web, social media, and

print via Hearst Media Services

Place a classified ad in the paper or

online

Place a targeted ad in a specialty section

such as a weekly or neighborhood

publication 

Subscriber Services

Get home delivery, manage your

subscription, pay your bill with EZ Pay,

About Us
About the Houston Chronicle

Executive Team

Careers

Community

Legal Notices

Contests

Ad Choices

Corporate Home

Contact Us
Customer Service

Facebook

Editions & Apps
iPad

iPhone

Android

Blackberry

Mobile Website

HoustonChronicle.com

eEdition Demo | Today's eEdition

Chronicle in Education

Chron.com Site Index

Follow Chron

  

New to the site?

To use commenting, you
need to sign up.

Sign up

Forgot Password?

Log in

Already a member?

Please log in.

 Remember Me

Add Your Comment

Email

Password

http://www.radiumone.com/oba/website-ad.html
http://reg.chron.com/forgot_password


10/14/13 Texas officials investigating fake antibiotics - Houston Chronicle

www.chron.com/default/article/Texas-officials-investigating-fake-antibiotics-1359453.php 4/4

and set a vacation hold for the paper

Local Business Directory

Newsroom Contacts Twitter

LinkedIn

Newsletters

RSS

Social Media

Terms of Use | Privacy Policy | Your California Privacy Rights | Ad Choices 
Houston Chronicle | P.O. Box 4260 Houston, Texas 77210–4260 © Copyright 2013 Hearst Newspapers, LLC

https://www.myhearstnewspaper.com/houston/
http://local.chron.com/
http://www.chron.com/about/newsroom/
https://twitter.com/houstonchron
http://www.linkedin.com/company/9779
http://reg.chron.com/signup
http://www.chron.com/rss/
http://www.chron.com/about/social-media/
http://www.chron.com/terms_of_use/
http://www.chron.com/privacy_policy/
http://www.chron.com/privacy_policy/#caprivacyrights
http://www.aboutads.info/choices/

