Published News Articles Documenting Pill Press Seizures, January 2016 -February 2021

Year Pill Press Type(s) of Fake

State City was Seized Pills Link
https://www.al.com/news/birmingham/2020/05/drug-raid-turns-up-lsd-meth-and-more-trussville-man-

AL Trussville 2020 Unspecified jailed-on-255k-bond.html
https://www.5newsonline.com/article/news/local/outreach/back-to-school/fayetteville-man-accused-of-

AR Fayetteville 2018 Opioid manufacturing-counterfeit-opioids/527-47992b39-2bfa-4283-8b65-8bee6290c4a4

AR Fort Smith 2019 Opioid https://www.swtimes.com/news/201904 19/pill-press-seized-in-fort-smith-raid

AZ Prescott Valley 2020 Opioid : . i i
https://www.justice.gov/usao-wdpa/pr/arizona-man-pleads-quilty-misbranding-and-smuggling-

AZ Chino Valley 2018 Opioid conspiracy-involving-online-sale

AZ Prescott Valley 2020 Unspecified https://www.naddi.org/az-pant-takes-more-fentanyl-poison-off-the-street-likely-saves-lives/
https://www.chicoer.com/2021/01/13/search-warrant-at-oroville-residence-turns-up-counterfeit-

CA Oroville 2021 Opioid oxycodone-other-miscellaneous-pills/
https://www.palmbeachpost.com/story/news/crime/2021/01/06/pbso-20-pounds-fentanyl-found-acreage-

CA Vallego 2020 Opioid home-mans-bail-set-more-than-2-m/6565004002/
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/crime-courts/2020/11/26/California-man-sentenced-online-drug-

CA Murrieta 2018 Unspecified operation-Justin-Ash-pittsburgh-federal-court/stories/202011260144
https://contracostaherald.com/search-of-concord-warehouse-leads-to-re-arrest-of-xanax-king-dark-web-

CA Concord 2020 Xanax vendor-from-martinez/
https://www.ksbw.com/article/counterfeit-prescription-narcotics-seller-arrested-in-marina-

CA Marina 2020 Unspecified mcs0/32038653

CA San Francisco 2016 Opioid https://sfist.com/2020/01/27/amid-spike-in-fentanyl-deaths-sf-man-pleads-quilty-in-fentanyl-selling-case/
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/woman-arrested-in-fentanyl-distribution-operation-sentenced-

CA San Diego 2019 Unspecified to-probation/2231950/

CA Stockton 2019 Multiple https://www.sacbee.com/news/local/crime/article230497 104.html
https://www.justice.gov/usao-cdca/pr/orange-county-man-sentenced-17-years-federal-prison-selling-

CA Santa Ana 2018 Unspecified counterfeit-opioid-pills

Long Beach

CA Baldwin Park 2016 Multiple
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ndca/pr/three-defendants-arrested-connection-illegal-fentanyl-pill-

CA San Francisco 2016 Opioid manufacturing-operation
https://www.app.com/story/news/crime/jersey-mayhem/2017/12/20/2-arrested-drug-scheme-funneled-

CA Uncertain 2017 Opioid cyclopropyl-fentanyl-pills-into-monmouth-county/97 1418001/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/fentanyl-xanax-found-at-drug-bust-

CcO Grand Junction 2018 Multiple scene/article_c05711¢8-a506-11e8-890b-10604b9f6eda.html
https://www.norwichbulletin.com/news/20190226/norwich-man-among-pair-sentenced-for-

CT Norwich 2017 Xanax manufacturing-counterfeit-drugs
https://www.norwichbulletin.com/news/20190226/norwich-man-among-pair-sentenced-for-

CT Westover 2018 Unspecified manufacturing-counterfeit-drugs
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Year Pill Press Type(s) of Fake

City was Seized Pills Link
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ct/pr/prison-west-hartford-man-who-imported-pill-press-make-fake-

West Hartford 2017 Opioid oxycodone-pills-containing
https://www.naddi.org/de-police-arrest-wilmington-man-after-recovering-multiple-guns-ammunition-

Newport 2020 Unspecified more-than-3000-grams-of-fentanyl/
https://www.palmbeachpost.com/story/news/crime/2021/01/06/pbso-20-pounds-fentanyl-found-acreage-

Acreage 2021 Opioid home-mans-bail-set-more-than-2-m/6565004002/
https://www.tcpalm.com/story/news/crime/martin-county/2020/10/15/martin-county-arrests-made-

Tequesta 2020 Xanax fentanyl-grey-death-cocaine-trafficking/3662374001/
https://tampa.cbslocal.com/2020/10/17/dark-web-bust-2-arrested-and-16000-pills-14 3k-firearms-seized-

Inverness 2020 Xanax 7/
https://www.tbnweekly.com/pinellas_county/crime_crashes_fire/article_eb080008-8d27-11e9-b50c-

Pinellas Park 2018 Opioid fbf3b95a443c.html

Crestview 2018 Unspecified https://www.sheriff-okaloosa.org/ocso-operation-paydirt-hits-heroin-and-fentanyl-trafficking-organization/
https://www.tcpalm.com/story/news/crime/indian-river-county/2018/04/23/johnny-benjamin-federal-drug-

Vero Beach 2017 Opioid trial-hidden-camera/540274002/

Osceola County 2016 Multiple https://www.justice.gov/usao-mdfl/pr/orlando-man-sentenced-over-15-years-drug-and-firearm-offenses

Midville 2020 Unspecified https://www.wrdw.com/2020/11/09/burke-county-pair-accused-of-operating-illegal-pill-factory/
https://www.timesenterprise.com/news/local_news/pill-making-apparatus-narcotics-seized-in-sunday-

Boston 2020 Unspecified afternoon-bust/article_4b63e38f-470d-5d9c-a9fd-c8eedbfe746a.html
https://allongeorgia.com/georgia-public-safety/leader-of-conspiracy-that-manufactured-illegal-drugs-on-

Various locations 2018 Xanax an-industrial-scale-sentenced-to-20-years-in-federal-prison/

Savannah 2020 Other https://www.savannahnow.com/news/20200107/chatham-savannah-cnt-arrests-3-on-drug-gun-charges

Thomasville 2019 Xanax https://www.walb.com/2019/12/18/thomas-co-deputies-arrest-man-making-fake-xanax-with-pill-press/
https://www.ajc.com/newsl/local/fentanyl-ecstasy-pill-presses-found-cobb-

Cobb County 2019 Unspecified home/Fvbx6TBaFPNzyt98BoDPhN/
https://www.gwinnettdailypost.com/local/norcross-man-convicted-for-manufacturing-designer-opioids-

Norcross 2017 Unspecified out-of-u-haul-storage-unit/article_bb0eff67-9cf4-5cd8-af56-adbc76189c65.html
https://www.news-gazette.com/news/local/courts-police-fire/champaign-man-s-sentence-for-counterfeit-

Champaign 2018 Xanax pills-network-years/article_0ba190c5-29¢4-5833-b1d1-f302aae7537b.html
https://www.eaglecountryonline.com/news/local-news/harrison-man-aurora-woman-issued-high-bond-

Aurora 2020 Opioid for-dealing-in-narcotics/
https://www.wdrb.com/news/wdrb-investigates-how-feds-zero-in-on-illegal-shipments-of-drugs-

Erlanger - CBP 2020 N/A counterfeit-items-in-kentucky/article_17f52ffe-25e9-11eb-8903-47d9ea2cf7a4.html
https://www.wdrb.com/news/crime-reports/louisville-man-facing-drug-trafficking-charges-after-police-

Lousiville 2019 Unspecified find-evidence/article_f1537cfe-f856-11€9-a187-b330607e368a.html
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/courts/article_fa8cdaa0-29b4-11eb-938d-

Baton Rogue 2018 Unspecified 67e2cfdc0e53.html
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Link
https://www.knoe.com/content/news/West-Monroe-arrested-after-drug-ledger-found-in-trash-567044251.
html

https://www.patriotledger.com/story/news/2021/01/11/quincy-police-discover-fentanyl-and-pill-
manufacturing-operation/6624968002/

https://thesuffolkjournal.com/28937/news/natick-man-indicted-after-suffolk-student-found-dead-in-
november/

https://www.baltimoresun.com/news/crime/bs-md-xanax-plea-20181002-story.html
https://bangordailynews.com/2019/10/17/news/meth-trafficking-from-beyond-us-among-top-drug-threats-
for-maine-mdea-report-says/

https://www.macombdaily.com/warren-police-continue-to-attack-accused-drug-houses/article 9f08922e-
7ffa-11e9-9483-4b5a3718e806.html

https://kstp.com/news/dea-Isquogarage-manufacturersrsquo-flooding-underground-drug-market-with-
fake-pills-november-23-2020/5932790/

https://kstp.com/news/dea-lsquogarage-manufacturersrsquo-flooding-underground-drug-market-with-
fake-pills-november-23-2020/5932790/

https://www.justice.gov/usao-edmo/pr/saint-louis-city-man-indicted-federal-drug-and-firearm-charges

https://www.wtkr.com/news/5-people-sentenced-in-massive-local-drug-trafficking-conspiracy

http://my40.tv/news/local/multiple-agencies-work-to-arrest-candler-man-on-fentanyl-trafficking-charges

https://www.witn.com/content/news/Pill-making-operation-crushed-in-Beaufort-County-568776101.html

https://www.cbs17.com/news/local-news/wake-county-news/warrants-triplets-ran-illegal-drug-enterprise-
out-of-luxury-raleigh-apartments/

https://www.the-dispatch.com/news/201804 12/sheriffs-office-homeland-security-bust-counterfeit-drug-

operation
https://www.inforum.com/news/crime-and-courts/6665282-Pills-seized-in-Minots-bi

est-fentanyl-bust-

worth-350000-police-say
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/bergen/east-rutherford/2020/08/07 /fake-pills-from-east-
rutherford-drug-mill-bust-prosecutors-say/3324931001/
https://www.manhattanda.org/d-a-vance-partners-take-down-major-dark-web-drug-seller/#_ftnref1

https://parsippanyfocus.com/2019/12/14/nine-indicted-in-investigation-of-narcotics-network/

https://casatondemand.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/2018-nv-hidta-threat-assessment_final-1.pdf

https://midhudsonnews.com/2020/10/09/port-jervis-man-arrested-with-drugs-cash-stolen-property/

https://www.amny.com/police-fire/dea-busts-major-narcotics-lab-that-doubled-for-cockfighting-in-the-
south-bronx/

https://www.stargazette.com/story/news/public-safety/2018/10/26/elmira-fentanyl-opioid-trafficking-
federal-robert-thatcher-drug-overdose/1773317002/

https://abc7ny.com/3-charged-in-nyc-counterfeit-pill-distribution-ring/4448384/
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Year Pill Press Type(s) of Fake

State City was Seized Pills Link
https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/2-men-busted-producing-dangerous-fentanyl-pills-
NY Long Island 2017 Opioid article-1.3343160
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdny/pr/former-us-marine-sentenced-10-years-prison-explosives-firearms-
NY The Bronx 2016 Xanax and-narcotics-offenses
OH Lima 2020 Unspecified https://www.limaohio. com/news/428685/olll -press-discovered- durlnq warrant-search
OH Lima 2020 Unspecified warrants/artlcle 0d00aefe- dce5 11ea-9170- eb28159ead2f html
Adderall / Meth https://www.cleveland19.com/2021/01/30/kirtland-men-indicted-trafficking-meth-heroin-cocaine-
OH Cleveland 2020 Pills oxycodone/
OR Portland 2019 Unspecified https://www.portlandoregon.gov/police/article/735629
Adderall / Meth https://www.justice.gov/usao-wdpa/pr/pittsburgh-man-pleads-quilty-running-methamphetamine-pill-
PA McKees Rocks 2017 Pills pressing-operation
RI Warwick 2019 Xanax https://www.providencejournal.com/news/20191224/father-son-face-multiple-narcotics-charges
https://www.postandcourier.com/greenville/news/a-growing-problem-in-scs-drug-trade-pill-presses-are-
SC Greenville 2020 Unspecified largely-unrequlated/article 0d2b0572-28f4-11eb-ae87-2f2cb90b351f.html
SC Greenville 2020 Xanax https://www.wspa.com/news/local-news/2-men-facing-charges-following-drug-busts-in-greenville/
SC Rock Hill 2018 Unspecified https://www.heraldonline.com/news/local/crime/article245410625.html
SC York County 2020 Unspecified https://www.heraldonline.com/news/local/crime/article244430107.html
SC Mauldin 2020 N/A https://www.radio.com/1063word/articles/news/mauldin-drug-op-dismantled
http://greertoday.com/greer-sc/drug-gangs-fentanylmethamphetamine-pill-operation-
SC Greenville County 2020 Multiple dismantled/2020/06/26/
https://www.greenvilleonline.com/story/news/crime/2020/02/21/greenville-county-drug-enforcement-
SC Berea 2020 Multiple busts-illegal-pill-press/4830732002/
https://www.wvlt.tv/2020/08/14/two-arrested-after-hawkins-county-deputies-discover-pill-press-
TN Hawkins County 2020 Xanax counterfeit-pills/
X Katy 2020 Xanax https://www.kxxv.com/hometown/texas/katy-man-accused-of-forcing-daughter-to-make-drug-deliveries
Adderall / Meth https://www.ksat.com/news/local/2019/12/17/documents-utsa-lecturer-is-a-large-distributor-of-adderall-
X San Antonio 2019 Pills in-sa-austin/
https://www.expressnews.com/news/local/article/San-Antonio-member-of-fentanyl-distribution-ring-
X San Antonio 2017 Multiple 14911502.php
https://www.deseret.com/utah/2020/10/15/21516981/utah-painkillers-fentanyl-darknet-aaron-shamo-life-
uT Cottonwood 2016 Multiple sentence-federal-court
https://www.ksl.com/article/46652665/man-who-allegedly-pushed-aaron-shamo-to-make-fake-
uT ?? 2019 Multiple oxycodone-charged
VA York County 2020 Opioid https://www.wtkr.com/news/2-hampton-men-plead-quilty-to-roles-in-heroin-fentanyl-cocaine-conspiracy
VA Springfield 2018 Other https://www.safemedicines.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Kestel-Statement-of-Facts.pdf
WA Seattle 2019 Opioid https://mynorthwest.com/1658698/seattle-police-drugs-fentanyl-seized-december-2019/?
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was Seized Pills Link
https://www.fox6now.com/news/racine-man-arrested-after-officials-find-drugs-fake-id-card-and-stolen-
2019 Unspecified gun-in-home
https://www.herald-dispatch.com/_zapp/hpd-arrest-3-find-110-000-worth-of-drugs/article_ca73a742-
2019 Unspecified e4a8-11e9-a9e4-c7aeab17c675.html
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