Since Prescription Drug Affordability Boards were
first started in 2020 in Maryland, they've been copied
in Colorado, Minnesota, Oregon, Washington, and
New Jersey. Their goal has been to lower the price of
medicine, but they haven't yet saved any money.
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More on Prescription Drug Affordability Boards

As of April 2026, boards in these six states have spent over $28mm in
operating fees, much of which is paid to outside consultants and
executive directors hired to manage them. Colorado: $3.69 million;
Maryland: $11.1 million; Minnesota: $1.6 million; New Jersey: $1.5 million;
Oregon: $4.37 million; Washington: $5.84 million.

They have held more than 221 meetings, spending over 394 hours talking
about the problem. These meetings are often 2-3 hours long, but only a few
minutes are provided for public comment.

Despite many stakeholders explaining that the solution is to address
pharmacy benefit managers’ unfair drug price increases, PDABs have
ignored them in favor of one solution: upper payment limits.

In the months since passing the nation’s first UPL, Colorado’s PDAB has
faced leadership turnover, cancelled meetings, and costly ongoing
litigation over whether the caps are constitutional.

The debate of whether these boards are worth the investment has also
played out in Virginia, where Governor Abigail Spanberger vetoed
proposed PDAB legislation, calling the boards

‘“expensive undertakings that other states have
either repealed or are considering repealing
due to costs and ineffectiveness.”

The proposal was projected to cost the state over $40 million through 2031.

Prescription Drug Affordability Boards are an expensive experiment that
have not produced results. It's time to move on.

June 2026

NASPA

https://naspa.us/blog/resource/pdab/
https://safedr.ug/pdab

NATIONAL ALLIANCE OF

Ybe Partnersbz @ STATE PHARMACY ASSOCIATIONS

g SAF EMEDICINES®




